
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
ALLERDALE

Meeting date: 3rd September 2019

From: Acting Executive Director – Economy & 
Infrastructure

PROPOSED PARKING, WAITING & TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS 
KESWICK AND SURROUNDING AREA

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide Members with the background 
and details of proposed amendments to parking and traffic restrictions 
in Keswick and its surrounding area following an informal consultation 
which concluded on 9th January 2019. Plans showing the proposals 
are attached as Appendix 1.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The proposed amendments to parking and traffic restrictions is 
designed to improve traffic management and parking arrangements 
within a key area; to minimise potential cases of obstruction and to 
maintain safe access and passage to vehicles, whilst preserving or 
improving the amenities of the area.

2.2 The restrictions which are proposed comply with Cumbria County 
Council’s forward plan of creating a safe and secure community, whilst 
providing a high quality environment for all.

2.3 There are no Equality implications at this stage.

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That Local Committee agrees to proceed to statutory consultation and 
advertisement on the proposed amendments to parking restrictions in 
Keswick and its surrounding area, as shown on the plans attached as 
Appendix 1. 

3.2 That Local Committee agrees that, subject to there being no 
unresolved objections received at the end of the statutory consultation 



and advertisement of the changes referred to in paragraph 3.1 above, 
that the changes be brought into operation, as advertised having taken 
into consideration the matters contained in Section 122(2) of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984 which are more specifically referred to at 
paragraph 7.2 of this report.

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 Officers are presently carrying out a review of the traffic restrictions in 
Keswick and the surrounding area. The proposed changes to the restrictions 
are intended to address safety issues, improve traffic flow and traffic 
management at key locations, and to address issues of inconsiderate and 
inappropriate parking. 

Additionally a “prohibition of cycling” restriction is being proposed for 
Portinscale Bridge, following concerns and complaints from the local parish 
and members of the public. The bridge is narrow and anecdotally, conflicts 
between pedestrians and cyclists frequently arise. There is no formal 
collision history, however. Existing signage is in place, but it is unclear and 
inconsistent, and there is currently no official Traffic Regulation Order in 
operation. It should be noted that this is a designated Sustrans cycle route – 
a requirement for cyclists to dismount may be unpopular, however 
pedestrian safety is an overriding factor in this proposal.

4.2 The proposed traffic restrictions were informally consulted upon between 
December 2018 and January 2019 and are due to follow the statutory 
consultation and advertisement process later this year.

4.3 Three representations were received in support of proposals in Ambleside 
Road, Keswick, however there was one objection citing concerns over loss 
of parking and possible increased traffic speeds. 

Suggestions were made to add an additional section of “no waiting at any 
time” restriction to the western side of the Manor Park junction. This 
suggestion has been considered reasonable and valid, and is therefore 
included in the proposals in Appendix 1. The original plan has been added 
as Appendix 2, for reference purposes only.

4.4 One representation was received in relation to proposals on High Hill outside 
Keswick School, supportive of proposed restrictions but suggesting a slight 
adjustment. Part of this suggestion has been considered valid and is 
therefore included in the proposals in Appendix 1. The original plan has 
been added as Appendix 3 for reference purposes only.

4.5 Since the informal consultation concluded, it has been reported that a new 
access resulting from a recent development on Crosthwaite Road, Keswick, 
necessitates an extension of existing “no waiting at any time” restrictions in 
order to ensure visibility is maintained. Members should note that this 
proposal has not been informally consulted upon due to time constraints and 
its urgent nature however it is included in the proposals in Appendix 1.



5.0 It should be noted that there is currently a study underway, funded by 
Cumbria County Council, Allerdale Borough Council, Lake District National 
Park Authority and Keswick Town Council, being carried out by an external 
consultant.  The overarching aim of the study is to assess the existing and 
future transport and parking issues and constraints in Keswick, and 
subsequently identify improvement measures to address them.  The minimal 
changes proposed as part of the review referred to within this report will 
have no impact on this study nor its outcome.

6.0 OPTIONS

6.1 That Members agree the recommendations in paragraph 3.1 and 3.2.

6.2 That Members do not approve the recommendations in paragraph 3.1 and 
3.2.

6.3 That Members agree to the proposals / recommendations in paragraphs 3.1 
and 3.2 in part only.

7.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

7.1 If the recommendations are agreed by Local Committee the cost of the 
changes can be met from within the existing allocations of the devolved 
Highways capital budget previously agreed by Local Committee.  The Local 
Committee may wish to note that any subsequent maintenance would need 
to be met from within the devolved Highways revenue budget.

8.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

8.1 The County Council, as Traffic Authority, must take into consideration the 
matters contained in section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
(“the 1984 Act”) detailed below, in considering whether it is expedient to 
agree to the implementation of the Traffic Regulation Order detailed in this 
Report for the reason specified at sections 1(1) (a), (c) and (d), namely: - 

(a) for avoiding danger to persons or other traffic using the road or any other 
road or for preventing the likelihood of any such danger arising, or

(c) for facilitating the passage on the road or any other road of any class of 
traffic (including pedestrians), or



(d) for preventing the use of the road by vehicular traffic of a kind which, or 
its use by vehicular traffic in a manner which, is unsuitable having regard to 
the existing character of the road or adjoining property.

7.2 Under Section 122(2), the matters which must be taken into account in 
exercising that duty are: -

(a) The desirability of securing and maintaining reasonable access to 
premises;

(b) the effect on amenities of an area;

(c) the national air quality strategy prepared under section 80 of the 
Environment Act 1995;

(d) the importance of facilitating the passage of public service vehicles 
and of securing the safety and convenience of persons using or 
desiring to use such vehicles; and

(e) any other matters appearing to the authority to be relevant.

7.3 Local Committees may, pursuant to Part 2D, paragraph 5.1.2 g) of the 
Constitution, approve the making of traffic regulation orders in accordance 
with powers under Parts I, II and IV of the Road Traffic Regulation act 1984, 
except for the making of Traffic Regulation Orders which involve the 
introduction for on-street residents permits, which are delegated to the 
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure subject to a decision of the 
appropriate member body to introduce such charges. (KB – 20.8.2019)

8 CONCLUSION

8.0 That Local Committee agree the recommendations to enable the proposals 
to proceed to statutory advertisement and consultation.

Angela Jones
Acting Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure 

03 September 2019



APPENDICES

Appendix 1 Plans of proposals to proceed to statutory advertisement 
and consultation

Appendix 2 Superseded plan, Ambleside Road – for reference only
 
Appendix 3 Superseded plan, Keswick School – for reference only

Electoral Division(s): Keswick, Bothel and Wharrels
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N/A*If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

No*Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

N/A*Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?
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